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SUCCESS
This has been a hugely successful year for Masters weightlifting with 642 entries for the European Masters Championship in Linz, Austria (organised by Klaus Hofwimmer and his organising committee) and a record 500 entries at the World Masters in Ciechanow, Poland (organised by Jerzy Zalejko and his organising committee).

DISASTER
On the downside the IWF Masters faced up to dilemma of having a Chairman Bob Hemery, who failed spectacularly to perform any duties to the satisfaction of the Executive Board and Congress. His lack of involvement was so acute it was noticed and commented on by many of the athletes also. After being elected as IWF Masters Chairman in 2008 in Kefalonia, Greece, his two years in office have been a disaster. 
Although minimum funds were forwarded from the previous years ($1,272 AUD) a large amount of money ($13,841 AUD) was received from the 2009 WMG, Sydney, Australia. This money appears to have been spent and without the production of a valid accounting supported by bank statements. Repeated requests to provide bank statements have been ignored.
These actions have caused the IWF Masters Executive Board (EB) to discuss the situation by email. A vote has been taken and a unanimous decision was made to ask Bob Hemery to resign. Mr. Hemery has also been asked to repay the balance of any funds left in the IWF Masters account in his name in his home city of Melbourne Australia. The general feeling within the EB is that all the money has been spent and not one cent will be repaid. Time may prove this thinking to be wrong.
Looking ahead to the 2011 IWF Masters World Championship in Montreal, Canada, the IWF Masters General Secretary emailed the Championship Organiser, John Margolis, several times in an effort to get the entry form completed with the bank details and details of a contact to receive the entry forms. Finally and very recently the following reply was received by email.

>>>>>>>>>>

From: John Margolis [mailto:johnmargolis@hotmail.com] 
Sent: 14 December 2010 18:52
To: bill barton
Cc: Jean-François Lamy; emery chevrier
Subject: RE: 2011 MONTREAL, CANADA

Dear Bill, 

For a variety of reasons, the Montreal organizing committee is withdrawing

as host for the 2011 World Masters Weightlifting Championship.

I thank you for your ongoing support, interest and collegiality.

Yours,

John Margolis
>>>>>>>>>>

This means that the 2011 IWF World Masters Championship will not be in Canada and the task of finding a new host country (quickly) fell to EB. Although this is the first time this has ever happened to a World Masters event, there are no recriminations, organising a big championship is a lot of work, a lot of stress, it costs a lot of money, and it is unrewarding.
THE RECOVERY

1. The IWF Masters Executive Board
The EB made a unanimous decision not to work with Bob Hemery. He has been informed of this and a request has been made for him to repay any funds left in the bank.

It is the intention of all the current committee to stand for re-election at the 2012 electoral Congress at the IWF Masters Championship in Lviv, Ukraine. Meanwhile some changes on the committee are necessary to prepare for the 2011 IWF Masters Championship and the EB asks all National Masters Chairman to support these changes on the understanding that in 2012 there will be an electoral Congress and all positions on the EB will be part of the election process. 

Jan Hinrichsen will continue as IWF Masters Chairman, the position he held and carried through confidently in Ciechanow, Poland. His position of Vice Chairman will be taken by Lawrie Townsend (AUS), the current Oceania Masters Chairman.

2. Congress Decisions, Ciechanow, Poland, and IWF Masters Finance

Due to past lack of financial controls Congress agreed the IWF Masters General Secretary, Bill Barton, would set up an IWF Masters bank account in € Euros and in three names. The other two names are Jan Hinrichsen and Denise Offermann. This has been done. Bill Barton promised Congress that proper financial accounts would be kept and produced on a quarterly basis and supported by bank statements. Again Congress agreed.

The situation now is as follows.

· The Euro bank account has been set up and there currently more than €8,000 in this account. There is still an amount owing from the championship in Ciechanow but the cost of doping control must also be paid. Jerzy Zalejko will pay the cost of doping control and send the invoice to Bill Barton, the residue of revenue from the outstanding balance will then be transferred into the Euro account.

· All expenses paid so far are supported by receipts and all income by documents or bank statements. All of the documentation has been mailed to a highly qualified accountant for the production of the first quarterly account, October to December. All National Masters Chairmen will receive a copy of the accounts supported by a bank statement, by email when everything is ready, maybe January.

· This procedure will be performed for the remaining quarters Jan. to March, April to June, and the final quarter leading to 2011 Congress.

· By 2011 Congress the EB will have fulfilled their obligation to Congress by producing sound financial accounts supported by bank statements, and money to show in the bank account.

· The EB fully expect to show Congress a balance of cash in the bank greater than any amount shown in the financial accounts in past years.
2011 IWF Masters World Championship

It was deemed to be of extreme importance that a new host was found for the 2011 

Championship and therefore it would too much to expect National Masters Chairmen to be asked for their votes. The EB hopes you will agree and appreciate their making it their decision on behalf of all Masters USA (Howard Cohen) and the Cyprus Weightlifting Federation had both made bids in past years, USA in Kefalonia 2008 and Cyprus in Sydney, Australia, 2009, and both were kind enough and willing enough to take over the responsibility for 2011. 

By an almost unanimous decision (1 vote for the USA) of the IWF Masters Executive Board the 2011 IWF World Masters Championship will be organised by the Cyprus Weightlifting Federation (CWF).

Some information on the 2011 IWF World Masters Championship.

· The CWF is supported by the Cyprus Tourism Board, the Cyprus Olympic Association, and the Cyprus Government. Discounting WMG, to my knowledge this will be the first ever IWF Masters World Championship organised by a National Weightlifting Federation, I think this is an honour.

· All countries will be expected to book their hotel accommodation through the CWF and this will be in hotels ranging from 1 star to 5 stars, many on the beach. It will also include a nominal fee for transport from and to the airport and for access to the shuttle bus which will be every hour from the hotels to the venue. It will not be possible to organise this service for anyone who does not book accommodation through the CWF. (Cyprus organized the 2007 European Masters Championship successfully, but  at that Championship 12 people left without paying their hotel bills and this cost of €10,000 fell upon the CWF!!)

· The championship dates will be confirmed as soon as possible but will be at the end of October. The weather will still be warm and sunny.

· The CWF has organised many successful International Weightlifting Championships in the short period since 2007 and including the 2010 European Junior & Under 23 Championship in November. The stage and warm up facilities will be arranged the same as it was for that championship for the EWF.

· The weights and the electronic equipment will be Eleiko.

· The venue is first class and will be booked to enable training (and the shuttle bus service) to start on the Thursday before the start of the championship.

· The legal points of entry into the Republic of Cyprus are the airports of Larnaca and Paphos and the port of Limassol, which is situated in the area under the effective control of the Government of the Republic of Cyprus.
       Entry into the territory of the Republic of Cyprus via any other airport or port in   

       which the Government of the Republic does not exercise effective control (Turkish 

       occupied areas) is illegal.

· The IWF Masters annual affiliation fee must now be paid with all the entry fees and will appear on the entry form on the fees page.
I can virtually guarantee everyone a great championship with good hotel accommodation, lots of bars and restaurants, warm and sunny weather, a great venue with good facilities and more than enough equipment.  The opening ceremony (and probably the closing too) will be a spectacle and well worth your presence and I am certain no one will be disappointed by the closing banquet.

ANTI DOPING

It is a fact that the IWF Masters Anti Doping campaign is starting to take effect. Our attempt to educate Masters, and not beat you all over the head with a stick, is making progress. At the moment that’s all it is, progress. There are still many Masters who can’t be bothered to read anything about anti doping or to try to find out anything about anti doping and this attitude also exists with a few National Masters Chairmen.

Testing will continue and who is paying? Everyone who pays an entry fee! Part of that entry fee pays the high cost of conducting doping control at all of our championships. 

Many Masters must take medicine because as people age they are more prone to illnesses like high and low blood pressure, asthma, etc. When medicine is prescribed by a doctor it is the duty of the athlete to immediately ascertain if it is on the banned list. We are responsible for what we put into our mouths.

If the prescribed medication is on the banned list and your doctor still insists that you must take the medication and there is no alternative, you must obtain a TUE (Therapeutic Use Exemption) form, get your doctor to complete it, stamp it, and sign it. At the same time you must obtain a doctor’s certificate. The TUE and the certificate need only be produced if you are selected for testing, and if you are, make sure that you declare ALL your medications to the Doping Control Officer.

For more information go to –

www.europeanmasterswl.com
A TUE may not necessarily earn a reprieve if a sample gives an Adverse Analytical Finding, but without a TUE there will most certainly be a problem.
THE FUTURE

This cannot be guaranteed. The EB is strong and is working together well and with only the best interests of masters weightlifting in mind. Future successes also depend on Congress supporting the EB as well as controlling and guiding it. The 2009 WMG in Sydney, Australia, had 462 entries and the 2010 championship in Ciechanow, Poland, had a record 500 entries. Both were organised and run in a competitive but relaxed and friendly atmosphere. Let us all work and play together to make things even better.
THE NOW

The now is December.

Christmas is almost upon us.

Many of you may not celebrate Christmas at all. It may mean nothing to you. For others it is “the season of good will to all men”. For the Masters the season of good will should be all of the time and particularly at our championships.

For those who celebrate Christmas I wish everyone a very happy Christmas, and for those that don’t I wish you happiness anyway and all of the time.

A happy New Year 2011 to everyone.

Bill Barton

IWF Masters General Secretary

17th December 2010
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